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There is a saying that sometimes crops up during discussions about sin and responsibility, one which I
think gets used too often as an escape hatch for those
who feel uncomfortable about the implications of taking responsibility for one’s sins. You may have heard
it before: “Don’t hate the sinner, hate the sin.” Or put
another way, “Love the sinner, hate the sin.” As much
as it’s meant to express grace and acceptance, I think
my problem with this phrase is that it gets used too
early, that is, there is forgiveness without any repentance or acknowledgment of guilt from the sinner. To
be absolutely clear, there is no way we can earn forgiveness for ourselves or even repent without the saving grace of God through Jesus Christ – as Christians
and Lutherans, we affirm that we have been saved by
grace through faith, and through no actions of our
own. However, as Christians we are also commanded
to forgive those who sin against us, and to lead them
away from their sin through love. To immediately proclaim that you, “Love the sinner and hate the sin” is to
ignore the consequences of a person’s sin, to throw up
one’s hands and admit indifference to the harm the
other person may be causing. For an alternative to this
lazy theological stance, we might want to refer to the
concept of han, as explained by the Korean theologian
Chung Hyun Kyung and the American theologian Andrew Sung Park.
Han is a Korean word that expresses the experience of
continual harm by the actions of others. As opposed to
sin (which focuses on the agent who commits the sin),
han refers to the experience of the one who suffers the
consequences of sin (since the sinner often does not
experience any immediate consequences themselves).
Han does not just describe the experience of the individual, but can refer to the communal suffering of
groups of people at the hands of a corrupt society. In
Korea, this word is used to describe the suffering of
Koreans at the hands of the Japanese occupiers during
World War II, and those who suffer under the dictatorship of North Korea. If sin results in the corruption of
the sinner, then han results in the dehumanization of
the oppressed. According to Chung Hyun Kyung,
those who become dehumanized in this way must
eventually lose their ability to resist it:
This feeling arises from a sense of impasse.
Often Korean people, especially the poor and

women, have not had any access to public
channels through which they can challenge the
injustices done to them. They have long been
silenced by physical and psychological intimidation, and actual bodily violence by the oppressor. When there is no place where they can
express their true selves, their true feelings, the
oppression becomes “stuck” inside.
As Andrew Sung Park explains in his work, The
Wounded Heart of God: “There is a fundamental problem in the Christian way of thinking about sin: it has
been orientated almost exclusively to sinners. Christianity has been preoccupied with the well-being of sinners/oppressors and has devoted little attention to their
victims.” For Park and Chung, forgiveness of the sinner must be accompanied by compassion for the
sinned-against, which entails breaking down the means
of oppression for the sake of both. Rather than loving
the sinner, and hating the sin, these theologians would
urge us to love all people, and work to break cycles of
sin which harm both the sinner and the sinned-against.

The Great Place Grant
Bethlehem has received grant to create patio
Before the pandemic was on our radar, Pastor Mark
had asked for funds to create a patio by the church gardens where we could keep our picnic table and the outdoor fire basin. His vision is a special place for our
members and neighbors, a welcome place in God’s
outdoors. Perhaps it will be a place of prayer, committee meetings, youth Bible study, small picnics, the possibilities are endless.

The Great Place Committee, from the Cook County
Chamber of Commerce, has bestowed the grant with
the words, “We also hope you will make a big thing of
this project. One reason we chose to go forward is that
it seems a good thing to get people engaged in something fun, light and celebratory. Heaven knows we
could all use a good dose of that. So the greater the
celebration, the better.”
We agree! We could use a dose of
celebration. We must build it this
summer, so listen in for requests
for help as we move forward.

https://m.youtube.com/watch?
feature=share&fbclid=IwAR2M31l9HbTEnNuhqmvB7NrjSZJ8AwmdmnNv9CY8nO4hwV6Lel0KLYYto&v=akT32E83zjI
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Hello Bethlehem youth and families,
You are missed here! A lot. I am hoping we
can all be together soon. I am anxious for
group activities and for getting to know all
of you.
Sunday, May 24th was an exciting time here
at BLC! Our quilters put the finishing touches on the Senior quilts. They worked very
hard and put love into each and every
one. Though things are a bit different and
our seniors along with their families were
unable to attend, this was still a very important time.
We pray that these quilts will serve a useful
purpose in the life of the recipient; that
they will bring warmth in the cold, shelter
from the sun and heat, a wall for a home,
or a carrier for a few precious belongings. May they be a reminder that each recipient is a beloved child of God.
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On May 30th Bethlehem had 5 seniors graduate. We send our congratulations and Gods
blessing to each one of you. We hope that
you continue to walk in the Christian faith
when/if you leave the community to follow
your dreams. Please know that Bethlehem
will always be your home and you are welcome here.
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Please remember that every Wednesday I
am hosting Zoom game nights. Watch Facebook for the link to join.
Gods peace,
Katie
blcyouth@boreal.org
IG: @blc.grandmarais.youth
TikTok: @bethlehemlutheranchurch
Cell: (218)688-0232

longwaitforisabella.com
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Thank you Duane Ege!

Happy Birthday Pastor Mark!

Pictured here from center-top clockwise: New projector
stand, back view; “Don’t get too used to sitting here Pastor Mark! We need you in front of the screen, not behind
the scenes!”; Front view showing entire stand; and a
close up of bell tower that is inlaid with an exotic red
wood.

Congratulations on 43 years
of wedded bliss!

