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could never come to pass without each and every
one of you. Thanks for sharing your love & talents with the children and congregation!’ - Blessings to you - Shelby”

January

Congratulations to all for a fabulous production!
Shelby was again truly
inspired in her creation
of this pageant production. What will she come
up for next year?

Sunday

Tuesday

W

29

30

31

1

Pastors are on vacation
10:00 AM Worship &
Sunday School

Pastors are on vacation
12:00 PM Bag Lunch
Bible Study

Pastors are on vacation
9:30 AM Care Center
Study
6:00 PM AA meeting

Pastors a

5

6

7

8

10:00 AM Worship &
Sunday School

Jack at Luther Seminary Jack at Luther Seminary
12:00 PM Bag Lunch
9:30 AM Bookies @
Bible Study
church - Potluck
9:30 AM Care Center
Study
5:00 PM Youth & Family
Committee Meeting
6:00 PM AA meeting

Santa Lucia &Her Court
Taylor Everson downed the white St. Lucia dress
with the candled advent wreath headdress at the
annual Julefest Celebration. She is shown here
with her attendants: Ella Hallberg and Katie
Shannon, along with Pastor Mark. Taylor is the
daughter of Andrea & Tony Everson; Ella is the
daughter of Sarah & Ben Hallberg; and Katie is
the daughter of Brooke & Brad Shannon.

Monday

12 Baptism of the 13
14
Lord Sunday
Jack at Luther Seminary Jack at Luther Seminary

Jack at L
7:45 AM
mtg @ Ja
3:10 PM
5:15 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Group

15

Jack at L
3:10 PM
5:15 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Group

Jack at Luther Seminary 12:00 PM Bag Lunch
Bible Study
10:00 AM Worship &
Sunday School
11:00 AM Faithful Parenting Class
11:00 AM BLCW Board
Meeting

9:30 AM Bookies @
Homestead - Ethel
9:30 AM Care Center
Study
6:00 PM AA meeting

19

20

21

22

Martin Luther King Jr
Holiday

9:30 AM Bookies @
Church - Mary
9:30 AM Care Center
Study
6:00 PM AA meeting

3:10 PM
5:15 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Group

10:00 AM Worship Temple Talk, Libby
Larson - LVC

Office is closed

26

27

28

29

10:00 AM Worship &
Sunday School

12:00 PM Bag Lunch
Bible Study
4:15 PM Worship Planning Committee

9:30 AM Bookies @
Church - Kat
9:30 AM Care Center
Study
6:00 PM AA meeting

3:10 PM
5:15 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Group
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Annual Reports
Attn: All Leaders of Committees, Groups,
and Council Members/Representatives:
It’s time to get your Annual Reports written and turned into the
office. These are gladly received
before January 8th. Please submit
your reports via email to
blc@boreal.org.
Annual Reports will be ready for the Congregation on Sunday January 12th.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Fridays: 8:30 am - 12:30am

Wisdom 10:15-21
15

A holy people and blameless race; wisdom delivered from a nation of oppressors.
16
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord,
and withstood dread kings with wonders and
signs.
17
She gave to holy people the reward of their
labors; she guided them along a marvelous way,
and became a shelter to them by day, and a starry flame through the night.
18
She brought them over the Red Sea, and led
them through deep waters;
19
but she drowned their enemies, and cast them
up from the depth of the sea.
20
Therefore the righteous plundered the ungodly;
they sang hymns, O Lord, to your holy name, and
praised with one accord your defending hand;
21
for wisdom opened the mouths of whose who
were mute, and made the tongues of infants speak
clearly.
The Book of Wisdom, also referred to as the
Wisdom of Solomon, is a book that is not typically included in Protestant Bibles; although it will
appear in Bibles that also feature “Apocryphal
and Deuterocanonical” books, Wisdom is typically confined to Bibles published for the Roman
Catholic church (at least in North America).
Originally written in Greek, Wisdom was likely
written by a Jewish scholar who had been heavily
influenced by Greek philosophy, lyric poetry, and
rhetorical figures (the reference to Solomon in
the alternative title is an old attribution that is
now rejected by scholars). This scholar-poetprophet, who likely lived in the literary Egyptian
city of Alexandria in antiquity, describes his passion for Sophia, Woman Wisdom. For the author,
Sophia is not just the work of the mind, it is the
primordial movement of the universe, the felt divine presence, described as fire and wind and often as a feminine presence. For Christians, this
description matches the Holy Spirit we have
come to know as a member of the Trinity – as the
author describes, it is Sophia, the Spirit, who is
the moving presence of God, with the Israelites in
the desert and with the disciples at Pentecost.

few new members. A life of prayer is a good and
fitting foundation for the work of the altar guild.
If you have an interest in serving in this capacity,
please contact Stacey Hawkins or Pastor Mark.
Are you curious when
and why the colors change on the altar? Here’s a
quick study on the liturgical church colors:

Parament Colors:

White signifies the purity of Christ, light or joy and is
associated with Christmas and Easter. White is also
used for the Transfiguration of our Lord, and on lesser festivals.
Red is associated with energy, blood or fire. Red is
appointed for the Passion Sunday, Day of Pentecost,
Reformation and certain church celebrations such as
ordination of a pastor.
Blue is associated with Advent, suggesting hope.
Purple in Lent is associated with royalty. Purple in
Lent suggests repentance and solemnity.
Green is used for its symbolism of our growth in
faith as we follow the teachings and ministry in
Christ during the season of Pentecost, the longest
season in the church year.
Black is used for Good Friday since it is the color of
the ashes to which we will all return.
No paraments are displayed on Good Friday after
the stripping of the altar on Maundy Thursday.

Terminology got you stumped?
This seems to be a good time to review some of the formal
names of the church elements that we refer to regularly.
Altar is the center of the church’s worship as it symbolizes
God’s gracious presence in His church. and of the sacrifice
by our Lord Jesus Christ for the redemption of the world.
The altar is also the “Lord’s Table” for the preparation,
consecration and distribution of Holy Communion.
Narthex is the entrance hall
Nave is the section where the congregation is seated.
Chancel is the area in which the minister officiates.
Sanctuary is the area where the altar stands.
Sacristy is the small room off our narthex in which the
altar ware, linens, paraments, vestments, etc., are stored.
Our sacristy currently is doubling as Jack’s office.

Confirmation News:
: This December, there were two Family Sessions
with the Confirmation classes, during which the
6th, 7th, and 8th grade Confirmation classes had
hour-long learning sessions alongside their parents. Our first session on Wednesday, December
11th, revolved around the season before Christmas, Advent; each student received a teaching
Advent calendar(1) which included a daily Bible
verse and an accompanying theme prayer. During the session, students and their families
learned the Faith Five, a collection of daily devotional practices for their use during the Advent
season and beyond – the Faith Five include
Share, Read, Talk, Pray, and Bless.
The second session, on Wednesday, December 18th, focused on
the entire church year, from Advent through Christmas and
Epiphany and on through Lent,
Easter, Pentecost and all the
time after Pentecost. To learn the whole year, the
confirmands and their parents went through a
‘mini-year’; once we had set up our little sanctuary in the fellowship hall, we read important
texts for each season, sang seasonal hymns(2),
and went through some of the important symbolic rites and ceremonies of the church year. By
the end, students had been reminded of their
baptism, had received the ashes of Lent, had
sung Easter and Christmas hymns, and done a
multitude of other things, all in the space of an
hour. The Family Sessions are new this year of
Confirmation, and are a fresh reminder of the
importance of parents and the entire family in
the faith lives of their youth – thank you confirmands and parents for making this month’s a
success!

Missal Stand is the desk-type stand
where the service book is placed for the
minister on the altar.

Homemade Advent Calendars that were inspired, designed, & produced by Jack Busche. Kathleen
Johnson was instrumental in gluing & cutting and
producing these great family faith tools. Thank
you Jack & Kathy – this was a bunch more work
than anticipated, and they turned out great!

Pulpit/Lectern is where the Word of
God is preached, and from where the
lessons are read.

Stacey Hawkins helped with the walk through the
church year by leading the hymns with her twinkling fingers on the piano. Thank you Stacey!

There are absolutely no cost or income requirements
to speak/work with VPC. Every person is welcome
and encouraged to contact us.

The VPC is funded by state and private grants as
well as local financial support. Please note “Mission
of the Month” when directing your offering to this
organization. To learn more about the work of the
Violence Prevention Center in our community visit: violencepreventioncenter.org

Roof Update:
th

As you remember on June 9 the congregation
voted approval for re-roofing the fellowship hall
(education wing), replacing the flat roof, which
leaks, with a pitched roof that will better prevent
leaking from rain and snow melt. Additionally
the vote gave approval to the concept of installing photo-voltaic solar panels on the new
roof. At the annual meeting we plan to bring to
the congregation drawings, specifications and a
preliminary cost analysis for your review. We
will show you the many options that have been
considered and which the committee and council recommend at this time.

New Member Classes:
New Members: Pastor Mark will hold an introduction to membership on Sunday February 2
after the worship service. People who want to
join this fellowship in Christ will be welcomed
into membership on February 9 during worship
in the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism.

Youth &Family
We have a GREAT problem…we have so many
youth participating in Wednesday school that now
we don’t have enough adults to go around!
Wednesday School Teacher and Helpers are needed NOW! We are looking for someone with musical ability to lead the students in song and coordinate dividing students into classes.
This is only an 11 week commitment,
from January 8 to March 18. Wednesday
school runs 3:00 – 5:00 pm.

Stewardship Notes
By Bonnie Muus

"Anyone who belongs to

Christ has become a new
person. The old life is gone,
the new life has begun!"
- 2 Corinthians 5:17
A very happy and blessed
new year to all of our Bethlehem family! May this new year bring us all closer to Jesus and all that He has in mind for us as
we walk in the newness of life He came to give
us!
November and December have been a whirlwind for me personally with a family situation in
Iowa, so I have been gone for much of those
months. Hence, the stewardship emphasis that I
had planned went by the wayside; that is why
you see no leaves on our tree yet! So this note is
just a reminder that if you have not already
done so, please return your stewardship
pledge cards to the office by the first week
in January. You can mail them in or drop them
off; this will enable us to plan for another year of
going forward in the mission of our church -----Serving Christ on the North Shore and beyond!
And for those so inspired, I am continuing the
"Story" drive on into the new year. This has been
especially brought close to my heart as my Dad
is nearing the end of his life and I have had the
privilege of sitting by his bed and listening to
him tell stories from his past that none of us
have ever heard before. Our stories paint a picture, inspire hope, and instill courage into the
lives of others. Thank you!!!

Looking for a Winter Project?
We have the supplies f0r crocheting “Plastic Mats for the
Homeless”. It’s easy! It’s rewarding. It’ll help pass the time
on winter’s dark evenings. You don’t need to feel like you
are committed to producing a completed mat. Do what
you can and return the materials for someone else to work
on it for a bit. Stop by the office to pick up this project.

