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Greetings in the name of Christ! We are thinking of and praying for you
all. I am sure that you, like we on your church staff, are negotiating the unchartered waters of our shared life together in the midst of a global health
pandemic. These times remind me of the prayer from our Vespers service:

“O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.”
We certainly are in times that feel unprecedented. And I am sure you have
heard that word “unprecedented” many times recently. These are indeed
times to emphasize our care for one another as we hold firmly onto our
faith. That is what that prayer does for me. We know that God’s hand is
leading us and God’s love is supporting us. With that foundation we can
stand strong.
A number of people have been sharing an excerpt from "Whether One May
Flee from a Deadly Plague" written by Martin Luther.

A suggestion to pass
some time during
personal isolation:
Please take time at
least once a day to call
one or more:
† a fellow member
† a committee cohort
† a parishioner who
sits near you during
normal worship times
† a neighbor
† a friend that you
haven’t had time to
talk to recently
† a person that you
miss talking to during
Coffee An’ or at the
Greeter’s table

Keep the connections!

‘I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify
the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons
where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and
thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result
of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and
I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however
I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is
such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does
not tempt God.’
Even with limited understanding of the science of infection and the spread of
viruses, you can clearly see in Luther’s words the courage and compassion,
the faith and trust, and the call to common sense so that each of us may
serve one another. Recently Bishop Ann Svennungsen, ELCA Bishop in the
Minneapolis Area Synod made a helpful distinction regarding the term
“social distancing.” She said that we are actually practicing physical distancing, but not refraining from spiritual and relational support for one another as communities….for we are all members together as the Body in and
of Christ.
Here in your church offices we are going to find new ways to share with you
in prayer and worship. We will use higher on-line technological methods
than we have before. But we also know and trust that each and every one of
you has access to the best time tested “technology” of all, your prayer life for
one another, your faith in God, and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lean
on those strong arms!
May we all move through the coming days with understanding and compassion for one another, and with trust that God is indeed with us in these anxious and uncertain times.

Pastor Mark

April Devotions
by Jack Busche, Intern Pastor
This Easter season, as ever, we
celebrate the shattering of the old
world of death by the new reality
of resurrected life in Jesus Christ.
This gospel news, this ‘good
news,’ is not new, but is everrenewing. Please enjoy this Easter
message from a bishop of the
3rd century, John Chrysostom, the
“Golden-mouthed.”
Are there any who are devout lovers of God?
Let them enjoy this beautiful
bright festival!
Are there any who are grateful
servants?
Let them rejoice and enter into
the joy of their Lord!
Are there any weary with fasting?
Let them now receive their wages!
If any have toiled from the first
hour,
let them receive their due reward;
If any have come after the third
hour,
let him with gratitude join in the
Feast!
And he that arrived after the sixth
hour,
let him not doubt; for he too shall
sustain no loss.
And if any delayed until the ninth
hour,
let him not hesitate; but let him
come too.
And he who arrived only at the
eleventh hour,
let him not be afraid by reason of
his delay.
For the Lord is gracious and receives the last even as the first.
He gives rest to him that comes at
the eleventh hour,
as well as to him that toiled from
the first.
To this one He gives, and upon
another He bestows.
He accepts the works as He greets
the endeavor.
The deed He honors and the in-

tention He commends.
Let us all enter into the joy of the
Lord!
First and last alike receive your
reward;
rich and poor, rejoice together!
Sober and slothful, celebrate the
day!
You that have kept the fast, and
you that have not,
rejoice today for the Table is richly laden!

Feast royally on it, the calf is a fatted one.
Let no one go away hungry. Partake, all, of the cup of faith.
Enjoy all the riches of His goodness!
Let no one grieve at his poverty,
for the universal kingdom has
been revealed.
Let no one mourn that he has fallen again and again;
for forgiveness has risen from the
grave.

Hell took a body, and discovered
God.
It took earth, and encountered
Heaven.
It took what it saw, and was overcome by what it did not see.
O death, where is thy sting?
O Hell, where is thy victory?
Christ is Risen, and you, o death,
are annihilated!
Christ is Risen, and the evil ones
are cast down!
Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!
Christ is Risen, and the tomb is
emptied of its dead;
for Christ having risen from the
dead,
is become the first-fruits of those
who have fallen asleep.
To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen!

The Easter sermon of John Chrysostom (circa 400 AD)

Let no one fear death, for the
Death of our Savior has set us
free.
He has destroyed it by enduring
it.
He destroyed Hell when He descended into it.
He put it into an uproar even as it
tasted of His flesh.

Isaiah foretold this when he said,
"You, O Hell, have been troubled
by encountering Him below."
Hell was in an uproar because it
was done away with.
It was in an uproar because it is
mocked.
It was in an uproar, for it is destroyed.
It is in an uproar, for it is annihilated.
It is in an uproar, for it is now
made captive.

At the Lambs High Feast We Sing
is one of my favorite hymns of the
Easter season. The text originally
dates to the fourth century and was
wide spread and found not only in
England but also in the Mozarabic
and Ambrosian churches. It was
sung from Easter to Ascension in the
daily vespers. In the 17th century it
was revised but maintained its strong
Resurrection message. In the Green
hymnal (LBW) it was a communion
hymn for obvious reasons. But now
in our Red hymnal (ELW) it was
moved to the Easter section for even
greater reason. Enjoy this great
hymn that saints have been singing
for nearly 1700 years.

~ Pastor Mark
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At the Lamb's high feast we sing
praise to our victorious king,
who has washed us in the tide
flowing from his wounded side.
Alleluia!
Praise we Christ, whose love divine
gives his sacred blood for wine,
gives his body for the feast—
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.
Alleluia!
Where the paschal blood is poured
death's dread angel sheathes the
sword;
Israel's hosts triumphant go
through the wave that drowns the
foe. Alleluia!
Praise we Christ, whose blood was
shed,
paschal victim, paschal bread;
with sincerity and love
eat we manna from above. Alleluia!
Mighty victim from the sky,
hell's fierce pow'rs beneath you lie;
you have conquered in the fight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!
Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,
and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!
Easter triumph, Easter joy,
this alone can sin destroy!
From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free,
newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!
-

Christ in our Home
Devotionals
are
available in the
church entryway
by the office, and
can be mailed to
your home. Please
let us know if you
would like one.

LOCAL COVID-19
DO NATION
SITE
The Cook County
Emergency Operation
Center (EOC) and
local healthcare facilities have established
a process to accept donations for local
COVID-19 preparedness and response
efforts. The donation center will be
staffed beginning March 30. Thank you
to our own Jim Wiinenan for coming out
of retirement to help with this effort.
"We understand that people want to
help, and we have responded by establishing a mechanism that is both safe and
practical," said Grace Grinager, public
health supervisor for Cook County Public
Health and Human Services and EOC
incident commander in conjunction with
Cook County Emergency Management
Director Mike Keyport.
To make a donation, an individual needs
to contact the donations manager at
covid19donations@co.cook.mn.us or call
18-387-3638.
Phone and emails will be answered between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Drop-offs will be accepted by appointment only between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays.
The list of needed supplies is changing
rapidly, Grinager said. Currently the are
looking for: N95 masks, face shields,
Tyvek suits, and gowns coated with polypropylene. Additionally, the EOC can
accept protective masks created utilizing
the pattern listed below. This is the pattern that both Sawtooth Mountain Clinic
and North Shore Hospital have verified
for use during the Covid-19 pandemic.
"We thank everyone for their commitment to helping during these uncertain
times," Grinager stated. "We are blessed
to have such a generous, caring community."

Making
Face Masks
-

-

These masks require tightly-woven cotton fabric and Rope Elastic, beading cord
elastic or 1/8" flat elastic. Our BLC
Quilters have fabric to share with anyone

who may need some. Please call the office to make arrangements to pick up
fabric. (The Quilters would like input on
what fabrics would be best to donate.)
Please remember that both women and
men in a variety of roles may wear these
masks.
When your masks are complete, Contact
Cook County Emergency Operation Center (EOC) to arrange drop off. Collected
masks will be immediately sent to laundry/processing to be prepared for use.

–

The Magdalene’s Blessing
by Jan Richardson

You hardly imagined standing here,
everything you ever loved suddenly
returned to you,
looking you in the eye and calling
your name.
And now you do not know how to
abide this hole in the center of your
chest,
where a door slams shut and swings
open at the same time,
turning on the hinge of your aching
and hopeful heart.
I tell you, this is not a banishment
from the garden.
This is an invitation, a choice, a
threshold, a gate.
This is your life calling to you from
a place you could never have dreamed,
but now that you have glimpsed its
edge,
you cannot imagine choosing any
other way.
So let the tears come as anointing,
as consecration,
and then let them go.
Let this blessing gather itself
around you.
Let it give you what you will need
for this journey.
You will not remember the words they do not matter.
All you need to remember is how it
sounded
when you stood in the place of
death
and heard the living call your name.

Making
Connections
Through
Technology
Just as Bob Dylan’s song says, “For the times they are achanging’”, it seems like this world is changing faster that
we can keep up. We have kicked it up a notch in the office
and are producing several new publications, in addition to
producing video and audio of our weekly worship services.

Sunday & Wednesday Worship Services:
As many of you know we are posting our worship services
on Facebook and on our website. We are greatly blessed
and thankful to have wonderfully talented members that
are assisting with social media and the production of recordings of the services. We extend a great big “Thank
You” to Duane Ege, Sue Hennessy, Karina Roth, Kirk Oberg
and various member musicians that are volunteering their
expertise to make these services come alive via technology.

Daily Manna:
Pastor Mark and Pastor Jack are alternating writing a daily
devotion on weekdays which is posted on our website and
sent out via email to our current “parish email list.” These
devotions will be based on the scripture lessons for the upcoming week.

Weekly Worship Bulletins:
We have started mailing out a weekly bulletin for every
one,. This weekly mailing contains all the parts of Sunday
worship including the sermon, hymns, prayers and the
meditations from our Wednesday evening services. For
those who do not have internet services the mailing will
connect you to your congregation, and you may also find
good sources for worship on the radio and TV.

Worship E-mails:
On Saturdays we will e-mail a document that will have all
the Words for Worship including lyrics for the next day’s
worship service. For those of you who can use Facebook
you can participate in our service with use of the e-mailed
document. For those of you who will prefer using the audio
from our website you can listen to the whole service and
follow with the printed words.

Phone Calls:
The Staff and a few volunteers will be using an old-fashion
calling tree method to maintain fellowship in this time of
isolation. Regular members will be receiving an occasional
phone call to say hello and offer a blessing. We welcome
volunteers that are interested in helping with the calling. If
you have personal concerns for the pastor, please call the
office.

Children’s Worship:
We intend to mail and e-mail our children’s bulletins, but
would like your help in knowing who to send these to and
the ages of the children in each family.

Instagram: @blc.grandmarais.youth
While some of us are still trying to figure out Facebook, the
youth are using new and different apps to communicate
with each other. (Facebook is too old fashion for them.)
Katie has started a Youth Instagram account to keep communications flowing to this new generation. She will also
post communications on Facebook to keep the parents up to
date with information as well.

Zoom:
BLC is now doing Zoom! As we continue to find new ways
to connect with our members during this time of necessary
isolation, we will be finding ways to use the group video
chat app “Zoom” for some short meetings throughout the
week. Each member of staff will have their own ‘meeting
room’, and invitations to join a pre-determined meeting
will be sent out with their link. We are hoping to use this
app for Bible studies, some committee meetings, and upcoming confirmation classes to close out the year. Once you
are sent a link, you can download Zoom on whatever device you select the link with, and from then on you can join
the meeting. Stay tuned for more information regarding
specific events on Zoom for BLC!

Monday Bible Study Interactive:
Pastor Mark will be hosting a group discussion of the weekly worship lessons each Monday at 12:30 pm. We look at
the appointed lessons you would normally see in the Sunday bulletin. One of the group reads the lesson out load
and then any one can share what the lesson means to
them. All you need is a webcam on your lap-top, computer,
or device. If you’d like to be included in this 40-minute
study send an e-mail to pastormark@boreal.org. You will
then get an invitation by e-mail with the link you’ll need.

How can we serve your needs?
We will continue these various forms of communication
until we can resume in-person worship. We are learning
more every day about the many ways we can be in touch
with all of you. We are also making use of the timehonored methods of regular mail and phone conversations.
Please let us know whatever else may be needed to continue
our fellowship together.

Social Media Connections:
www.sharingchrist.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.sharingchrist.org

@blc.grandmarais.youth

Old Fashion Connections:

BLC Office: 387-2227
Pastor Mark home: 387-2277
Pastor Jack cell: 715-660-8956
Katie cell: 218-688-0232

Financial Update
By Theresa Oberg

As everyone is adjusting and trying to navigate our current
state of life, I am reaching out with a virtual smile. Oh, how
I love to smile and hope you can conjure that image – dimples wrinkles and all!
I share with you another “Income at a Glance” and some
information on options for getting your financial gifts to
Bethlehem. You are welcome to mail or drop off your contribution until otherwise noted. We have an automated giving option, Simply Giving, that has a short application to fill
out and can be found on our website or by calling the office.
An online giving option is available to
make
donations
through our website,
locate and click the
GIVE button. You can
also download the free
GivePlus mobile app,
find our church by ZIP
code, and donate.
Watch for more information on these new
giving options!
Our staff has moved
quickly to continue to offer opportunities for us to stay connected and nurture our faith during this time of uncertainty. We have a creative team that is dedicated to the challenge! We need to reciprocate with open minds and hearts –
ensuring our congregation remains vibrant!

Thrivent is offering both: Make a gift to Bethlehem though
the Thrivent website and they will match $1 for every $2
given!
Over the years Thrivent Financial has been a great partner
to the mission and ministry of the ELCA and Bethlehem Lutheran Church through programs like Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent Action Teams. In response to the current
worldwide situation, Thrivent has again stepped up to help
uplift our important ministry with an offer to match gifts
given through their website. The offer is for a 2 to 1 match;
this has the potential to magnify your gift by 50%.
One of the best parts of this offer is that you DO NOT have
to be a Thrivent Member to participate!
These gifts will help us to continue our ministry as we navigate new territory and reach out to you through phone
calls, mailings, social media, and prayer.
In order to be eligible for this match, donations must be
made using the "Make A Personal Donation" Button on
the Thrivent Choice section of their website.

The matching opportunity will go until the $500,000 match
is met or June 30, whichever comes first. Thrivent will pay
the online processing fees for personal donations made
through InFaith Community Foundation up to $100,000 per
calendar year.
Enclosed in this newsletter is a form and instructions for
“Simply Giving” if you would find this form of contribution
easier while we are unable to worship together. Additional
giving opportunities are in the process, check the Bethlehem
website www.sharingchrist.org in the coming weeks for
more options.

Supporting Local Hunger Needs is April’s
Mission of the Month
We've decided to support local hunger needs for the April
Mission of the Month in light of the current crisis and job
insecurity in the area.
The devastating global impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
are already being felt in our local community, and some of
our neighbors may soon experience an increased need for
food assistance. The April Mission of the Month will support
local hunger needs through Ruby's Pantry vouchers and the
Cook County Food Shelf.
Ruby’s Pantry provides food for all who need to stretch their
food dollars. There are no income guidelines and anyone
may participate. For a $20 donation (cash only), participants receive approximately two large
boxes of food. Contents of a share
vary depending upon what food is
available to Ruby’s Pantry at the time.
Watch for local postings for the next pop-up pantry date,
time and location. Arrowhead Economic Opportunity
Agency provides the Cook County Food Shelf to this community with their goal to help eliminate hunger in Minnesota to provide emergency and short-term food assistance to
income-eligible individuals and families.
In these challenging times and with the
uncertain financial status faced by many
in
the community, please also consider volunteering your time to help prevent the spread of the virus.
Minnesota Responds is a partnership that integrates and
engages local, regional, and statewide volunteer programs
to strengthen public health and health care, reduce vulnerability, build resilience, and improve preparedness, response
and recovery capabilities. Visit http://mnresponds.org to
learn more and sign up.
Thanks for your generosity. Please remember to denote
“April MOM” on your donation.
Kindly, Libby Larson on behalf of the Church In Society
Committee

Holy Week and Easter Services
Like so many congregations all over the world our
highest and holiest of days will be celebrated in our
homes physically isolated from the usual large
crowds that we would expect and enjoy. Easter
2020 will long be remembered for the time of crisis
and isolation and the brave caring community response that it has become. But one thing we certainly know – we may be physically isolated, but spiritually and socially we are even more together. God
holds us all in those mighty hands of grace and love
we have learned to trust. And now in this time I
want to say what so many members of our congregation have expressed and members of our community have said, God is with us.
You can plan on receiving from your congregation
an opportunity to celebrate Holy Week and Easter
even though we are distant from one another. The
Governor’s guidelines allow us to do the work we
need to do in order to bring to you the faith support
we all need.
We encourage you to check the website and Facebook for additional Holy Week services. What will
feel missing will be the communion liturgy and the
sharing of the bread and wine, the body and blood
of our Lord. As Lutherans we know that we are not
bound by rules pertaining to the sacraments. Moreover we know that the Word itself is sacramental
conveying to us the living presence of Christ, and
the worship as a gathering of two or three (even in
virtual space) is expressive of the presence of Christ
and therefore sacramental.
In the meantime we will anticipate when we will
receive the “all clear” and come together for a great
celebration. I look forward to the day when the
pews will be filled and we can enjoy the fellowship
God intended for us.

Work at Church in April
We all heard the Governor’s order on March 25 to
Stay at Home. This is a broad order to keep everyone as safe as possible and to “flatten the curve” as
we have been learning. Of course, all of our worship services and gatherings are cancelled, and that will include our Easter service as well.
The Governor’s order provides exemptions for certain sectors of work
considered critical. Below is the section that relates to church work. In

accordance to this rule, we plan to continue our
work to bring you worship services, by Facebook
and by audio files on our website. We will continue
to post daily devotions by e-mail and on the website.
There will be other work that we can conduct from
home. Katie, Jack and Pastor Mark will therefore
limit how much time is spent at the office to further
reduce contact. Denise will maintain office hours to
get the publications done, but the doors will be
locked. If you need anything from church, call
ahead and we will get the items ready for your pick
up.
Emergency Executive Order 20 – 20
Directing Minnesotans to Stay at Home
6. Exemptions – Critical Sectors. All workers who can
work from home must do so.
v. Faith leaders and workers. This category includes
officials, workers, and leaders in houses of worship
and other places of religious expression or fellowship, wherever their services may be needed. This
category also includes workers necessary to plan,
record, and distribute online or broadcast content to
community members.

Virtual Confirmation
We may be avoiding groups
and gatherings in physical
space, but we are going to be
starting up “virtual confirmation” after the scheduled
spring break. Brooke Youngdahl, Libby Larson, Jack
Busche and Pastor Mark will be contacting the students in their respective classes and work through
on-line ways to share the lessons and talk together. We will be sending out a sermon note form by e
-mail so all the students can listen in to the sermons
on the website or watch and listen on Facebook.
We’ll also use the regular mail to get some materials
to everyone.

First Communion
We had planned on hosting our 3rd and
4th graders for First Communion on
Maundy Thursday, April 9. That, of course, does
not appear to be possible for us. We want to assure
all of the kids from the class that we will host a very
special service on a Sunday morning when it is safe
and healthy to do so.

Youth & Family News

Thank you
Wednesday School
Volunteers!

Please feel free to reach out to me via
~ Katie Mumm, Youth Director
email or by phone if you have any
I hope you are doing well and staying questions or to just to introduce yoursafe during COVID-19. Please know self and say hi.
that I am praying for all of you.
Prayer for all:
A tremendously huge thank you to
all the volunteers that made
God,
our
peace
and
our
strength,
We
Here at BLC we are finding alternative
Wednesday School possible this
pray
for
our
nation
and
the
world
as
we
ways to share the word of the Lord and
get to know each other. Please follow face new uncertainties around corona- year!
o u r n e w y o u t h I n s t a g r a m : virus. Protect the most vulnerable
Thank you to all who took on the
@blc.grandmarais.youth if you are among us, especially all who are curtask of teaching, feeding, music and
able. If you or your child are not on rently sick or in isolation. Grant wissupervising transportation from
Instagram, please know that we will dom, patience, and clarity to health
school and play time for all of our
continue to post on Facebook and up- care workers, especially as their work
youth at Bethlehem.
date in our newsletter. Our Instagram caring for others puts them at great
page can be accessed by smart phone or risk. Guide us as we consider how best
It takes a village to raise these kids
by computer. I am also working on oth- to prepare and respond in our families,
and everyone should be proud of the
congregations, workplaces, and comer social media platforms.
munities. Give us courage to face these impact they made and showed them
The Northeastern Synod has some days not with fear but with compassion, just how much they are loved by
“Faith formation resources during Cov- concern, and acts of service, trusting
God.
ina-19” on their website. My favor- that you abide with us always; through
~ Lindsay Mielke, Wednesday
ites and ones I recommend for you and Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
School Coordinator and Youth &
your family would be the “Morning
Watch” and “Faith Finder Fun” on Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID- Family Representative
19/Coronavirus - Evangelical Lutheran Church in
YouTube.
America

Familiesplease use this 5-finger
prayer method at home. This allows children to recall and pray in
their own words for five different
groups of people.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
417 First Avenue West
PO Box 638
Grand Marais, MN 55604
218.387.2227
blc@boreal.org
www.sharingchrist.org

Belonging to Christ,
Sharing Christ on the
North Shore and beyond.
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Join us for Easter Services via Facebook and on our website.
See inside for details on our Social Media connections.

