Bethlehem Lutheran Church
417 W 1st Ave, P.O. Box 638, Grand Marais, MN 55604
(218)-387-2227
blc@boreal.org

www.sharingchrist.org
pastormark@boreal.org wstrand001@luthersem.edu

Live streaming during 10:00 service. The link is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5rNlGnTVe1X5xkhViv4sxA/live.
Recorded videos will be online for later viewing on Facebook or YouTube.
Click the links on our website home page: www.sharingchrist.org.

E-weekly Update for:
July 19-29, 2021
Vicar William Strand’s hours at Bethlehem are:
Monday: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Tuesday: 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Wednesday: 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
He will spend Thursdays at Trinity, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
His contact information is:
wstrand001@luthersem.edu 256-361-6754
Their address is: PO Box 87, Hovland 55606 (They are living in Trinity’s parsonage.)

Register TODAY! (Deadline is TODAY!)
FOR:
Students going into 2nd – 5th grades
COST: $20 (scholarships available)
Payable on Monday at Registration
WHEN: July 26 through 30th, Mon – Thurs, next week
TIMES: 9:00 am to noon each day

VBS will be held outdoors. Children should dress appropriately. There will
be water games on Wednesday, July 28th, and they should wear their
swimsuits under their clothes on Wed.

Call or email to register: 387-2227 or blc@boreal.org
Registration begins Mon. 7/26 at 8:30 am

VBS Planning Meeting will be this Wed. July 21 at 5:00 pm.
All helpers should plan on attending.
VBS Set up will follow
the late service on Sun.
July 25th (at 11:00 am)
We could use some extra
hands to get this ready
for the week.

This Week at Bethlehem
Tues. July 20

Wed. July 21

Thurs. July 22

10:00 AM

Care Center Visitation & Study

3:00 PM

Ministers Text Study

6:00 PM

AA Meets in Fellowship Hall

3:00 PM

Gardens & Games for Youth 6th – 12th grade

5:00 PM

VBS Final Planning Meeting – All helpers should plan on attending.

5:30 PM

Internship Committee at Trinity

8:00 AM

Men’s Bible Study

9:00 AM

Quilting

5:00 PM

Mission Endowment Committee

Sat. July 24

Eleanor turns 97 years old!

Sun. July 25

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 AM

Early Worship Service

10:00 AM
Mon. July 26

9:00 AM
12:30 PM

Worship Service with Live Stream
VBS begins
Bible Study – All are welcome

It’s Eleanor’s 97th birthday on Sat. July 24th
If you’d like to send her a card, here’s her address:
Eleanor Waha; 11 east 3rd street #203; Grand Marais, Mn 55604

Your prayers are requested for:
Sherrie Deschampe, Jody and Jim Daugherty;
Paulina Backstrom; Becky Kayser; Ethel Johnson;
Kaye Tavernier; Katie Mumm; Tony Everson; Carol
Berglund; Peter James; Crystal Nelson; Char
Anderson; Lynn Schulte; Samantha Wallner; Rhonda
Schulte; Daniel Hansen; Jesse Derscheid; Elsa
Sorenson; Peggy Struck; Janet Lindquist; Nancy
Patten; Meredith Church-Davidson-Elliot and Mike Jansen, Vicky Gustafson. (7/19/21)

The memorial service for
Andrea Peterson will be held on
July 31st at 1:00 pm.
There will be coffee and World’s Best Donuts following the
service outdoors on the patio.

This week we continue to pray for our Calling
Ministry Team: (7/19/21)
Kathleen Johnson; Kaye Tavernier; Linda Zenk;
Kris Hedstrom; Gwen Lenz; Shirley Soderholm;
Phyllis Olson; Bonnie Muus; Annie DeBevec;
Barb Coe; Craig Peterson

Readings and Psalm for July 25, 2021:
2 Kings 4:42-44

Elisha feeding a hundred people
Psalm 145:10-18
You open wide your hand and
satisfy the desire of every living
thing. (Ps. 145:16)
Ephesians 3:14-21

Prayer for wisdom, strength, and
Christ’s indwelling
John 6:1-21

Christ feeding the five thousand

Gardens & Games:
3-5PM every Wednesday.
Middle & High School Youth.
Come join the fun!

Lute, Brianna and Chase getting ready for the water balloon games.
William and Pastor Mark helping out. . .

Just appeared:
Do you know anything about these computer parts?
They were found laying
on a pew in the lowerlevel hallway. It is a HP
Pavilion 23 monitor &
keyboard with a Verbatim red mouse. Please let us
know if you have a clue about this equipment.
Missing: two of the 6-foot white tables
have disappeared. They have disappeared
from the fellowship hall at sometime
during the covid shutdown. Please help
us locate these tables.
Missing: 2 green 5-gallon pails for
compost. These disappeared sometime
this spring, and thought to have walked
to the garden area. If you have seen these
wondering around, please return to the
kitchen. Thank you!

Solar Array Fundraising
The plans for Solar Energy at Bethlehem are underway
starting with fundraising. Each solar panel costs $255.00; and
inverter may cost $150.00. An installed panel is roughly
$1,150.00. Donations at any level are warmly and
enthusiastically accepted.
Make a donation for the sake of grandchildren inheriting a
cleaner world. Envelopes are in the narthex, on the pews, and
by the office entryway.

Join our worship on Sunday
August 8th at 10:00 am outdoors
for a special reunion of the

“Son’s Rays.” They will add
praise songs from the 1970’s to

our worship. Come and join the
gals in songs of praise.
7/13/21 Concerns from Dode:

" Each of us should be concerned over the increasing number of covid cases that

are appearing. Our Son's Rays have always been very aware of the concern we feel for all of us, and how we
protect one another from any harm. Please be alert for our future announcements if we have to make decisions that
might affect when, if and how we gather on August 8th. As of now, we are proceeding with our plans. The wearing
of masks and social distancing were always precautions that we were aware of, and such rules may be made again by
our state or wherever the decision for such is made. We will give you the details in the coming two weeks if needed. "

July 2021:
For the month of July, we will once again turn our focus to the work of LWR. However, this time, LWR will
serve as our Mission of the Month.
LWR's Mission: Affirming God's love for all people, we work with Lutherans and partners around the world

to end poverty, injustice and human suffering.

An introduction to LWR from their website:
Founded by Lutherans in the United States at the end of World
War ll, grounded in Lutheran theology and building on decades of
experience, Lutheran World Relief tackles global poverty by helping
people adapt to the challenges that threaten their livelihoods and
well-being.
We work with people based on need, regardless of race, religion or nationality and we do not evangelize.
We provide aid in emergencies and help families restore their lives. We partner with communities to build
and grow rural economies. We break the cycle of poverty, so families and communities can thrive.
Our goal is to help people build self-sufficiency and create new community-owned approaches to problemsolving that will last long after our projects end.

Current LWR Initiatives:
• Providing clean, safe water for children in eastern Congo
• Feeding refugees. Refugee children and families are going hungry, and
the pandemic is making this situation more dire. (Sidenote: World
Refugee Day was June 20th)
• Agriculture support. Through decades of experience, LWR has learned how to help farmers get the most out of
their hard work, so they can support their families. LWR has taken these lessons and developed partnerships
with communities around the world that help farmers access more money to improve their crops, learn new
techniques and tools to increase their yield and attract buyers who will pay a fair price. All this adds up to
more food and money for farmers to support a healthy family and thriving economy.
• Introduces environmentally sustainable farming practices so that communities can get the most out of their land
while conserving and restoring the natural resources.
• Disaster or conflict-driven emergencies: LWR works over months and years to help people recover and adjust
to new realities. While emergencies affect people at all societal and economic levels, the world's poorest
suffer the most because they have the fewest resources to prepare for a crisis and the fewest resources to
rebuild afterward.
To join with other Bethlehem members to support LWR during the month of July, please note "July Mission
of the Month" or "LWR" on your gift. We encourage you to visit lwr.org to read more about the work and history
of this great organization.
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of our Missions of the Month!
In peace, Jessica Markusen, on behalf of the Church in Society Committee

WELCA NEWS:
Join us for community via
Zoom at our next Boldcafe
Monthly Dinner, August 12 at
7pm with guest, the Rev.
Michelle Terry. She will lead
our conversation about using
female imagery for God.

Introducing a financial partner that shares its profits and shares your
values.
Have you heard about the ELCA Federal Credit Union? ELCA members and employees of
congregations and ministries are eligible to join the Credit Union and take advantage of membership
benefits, including:
• No-fee checking accounts, with no monthly

maintenance, minimum balance or overdraft protection fees.*
• Great low rates on auto loans, up to 50% less than the national average.**
• And, for a limited time, no payments for up to 60 days and rates as low as 5.99% on personal

loans for home improvement projects, repairs and other expenses.***
The ELCA Federal Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial cooperative designed by the ELCA to support
this church and its members. The Credit Union shares its profits with its members in the form of lower
fees and better rates – helping you and the ministries you love to do more with your money. This is
banking that you can feel good about!
Learn more about the ELCA Federal Credit Union by calling
877-715-1111 or visiting the ELCA FCU website.

Local needs & news:
HELP LOCAL KIDS EAT! “Great Lunch!” is a 501c3 nonprofit that feeds healthy organic lunches to around
100 kids each day!
We need a new freezer to make lunch possible and to preserve the
fruits and veggies we grow ourselves!
Please help by donating to Great Lunch! PO Box 607 Grand
Marais, Mn 55604
Your reward is healthy kids who learn better with full tummies!

Care Partners: volunteer as a care giver, chore volunteer or provider of
senior rides. Care Partners staff is ready to help you think through and

document your end-of-life wishes. Call (218) 387-3788 - they are checking
often for messages and will return your call as soon as possible. For lots
of information and helpful links, go to their website.
https://carepartnersofcookcounty.org/
“Cook County, How can we help?” https://www.facebook.com/groups/163229658040798/
Local Facebook group offering help. Our community continually finds ways to help each other.

Cook County Food Shelf: to volunteer, please contact Gwen at
387-9860.
The Cook County Food Shelf is open EVERY MONDAY 3-5 pm and the FIRST
Wednesday of every month 5-7 pm. “If you know someone who could use the
food shelf, Please, please tell them to come in or call me.... we have emergency
boxes of food and some produce.” -Gwen Lenz
Our shopping cart is empty again and is begging for more food! You may drop off
donations at the church during work hours. The food shelf also accepts monetary
donations. You may send them directly to:
Cook County Food Shelf; PO Box 51; Grand Marais, MN 55604

Ruby’s Pantry: Food distribution is always the second Tuesday of the month. The next

Drive Through Pantry will be August 10 at the Cook
County Community Center. Volunteers are needed from 4:30 to
6:00pm. Contact: rubys@boreal.org.
th

They are looking for volunteers to help.
Vehicles should come down Creechville Road from the Gunflint Trail. The recommended
donation is $20 per bundle of food, but no one will be turned away. If you eat, you qualify for
Ruby's Pantry.

First & Second Thrift Store: Is an opportunity to volunteer and earn money
for your favorite charity (i.e., BLC). They are always looking for volunteers in a
variety of ways. Call the store at 387-1826. The store has reopened – check for
times and shopping requirements.

Oddz & Endz Thrift Store is a non-profit run by volunteers and designating their
profits back to the Community. They accept larger furniture items and are
always looking for volunteers. Call the store at 370-0615. The store is now reopened. Store hours are Monday, Friday & Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm. This is
another opportunity to volunteer and earn money for your favorite charity (i.e.,
BLC).

Violence Prevention Center is seeking compassionate community members to join our Volunteer
Advocate team.

Volunteer Advocates make it possible for the VPC to operate a 24/7 phone line for those seeking support
regarding domestic violence, sexual assault, or human trafficking.
Some characteristics we look for in an advocate are; passion for supporting others, genuine
compassion, ability to maintain confidentiality, follows healthy and appropriate boundaries,
and strong communication and listening skills.
If you are looking for a unique and genuine way to support your community, contact Violence Prevention
Center today at 218-387-1262 or visit violencepreventioncenter.org/become-a-volunteer-advocate

No more
contact
tracing
to track.

